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Huaqing and I go back a long time. We both joined CSUB at about the same time – 

Huaqing as a full-time member of the Computer Science Department and I as a half-time 

member (the other half in Physics). From day one I was totally impressed by Huaqing’s 

commitment to teaching and to his students. This commitment comes out most visibly (or 

should I say: audibly?) in the classroom. Don’t spend too much near a class, where he is 

teaching, because Huaqing gets excited, when he lectures. The level of his voice rises to 

enormous heights, - as he points out intricate logical connections in data base structures 

or a fine point in Java syntax - that you can hear him at the other end of the hall. (I had 

the bad fortune having an office right next to one of our lecture rooms.) And his 

demeanor follows suit, arms waving, he jumping from one end of the blackboard (in the 

old days) to the other, his face exploding in almost messianic concentration. Once the 

class is finished, he would remain there for the longest time, a crowd of students 

gathering around him, seeking answers to some fine points he had raised during the 

lecture. With great patience he would address all of them, his excitement never lessening. 

And even more important: He would spend more time, outside the classroom, during 

office hours, with the weaker students. This would enable them to perform well, not just 

in his classes, but in other departmental classes as well, and in the end to graduate. 

 

The results are obvious. Students regard him as their most demanding professor, but 

nobody complains. (That is actually not quite true: the only complaints I ever received 

about Huaqing, when I was Chair of the Department, were about a request by him, which 

required some work prior to the start of the following quarter.) Just recently I met a 

former student, who called Dr. Wang his best professor at CSUB, because he realized, 

that what he learned in Dr. Wang’s classes is still serving him well as he works in the 

Bay area as a computer consultant to several large high-tech companies. There is a 

constant stream of former students, who come by and visit the Department and Dr. Wang. 

Others keep contact with him by email, wherever they are now. I know, because in 

departmental discussions, when a reference is made to a specific company or 

governmental agency, he refers to this and that former student and then you can also see 

the pride he feels for the student’s success on his face. 

 

This commitment to student achievement also shows itself in the departmental 

discussions on curriculum and course content. More than any other department in the 

university, we had to make constant changes in what we teach, because the field of 

computer science was and is still undergoing such a rapid development. The move from 

mainframe computing to personal computers to hand-held devices, the move from 

programming languages such as Fortran and Pascal to C to C++ and object-oriented 



languages was the topic of many agitated exchanges at departmental meetings. Huaqing’s 

view was always the same: What was best for the students, when they would enter 

professional life after their studies. He was relentless in that pursuit. I remember one 

time, when a departmental vote went against C++, which he had supported. Huaqing 

would bring up this topic at any covenient or inconvenient opportunity until he had 

convinced all of us that C++ was indeed becoming the programming language of choice 

in the professional computer science community and in industry. 

 

Huaqing’s influence on his students was equally profound in his specialty of data bases. 

It is clear that much of the development in computer science is due to the incredible 

growth of information, and the need to manage it, in our society. His ability to teach the 

concepts of data base management and its practical applications to all of his students was 

instrumental to their success, whether they work now in industry or in governmental 

agencies. And again, the fact that Dr. Wang is still consulting with firms, who hired 

former students of ours, is proof for the high regard and esteem these former students feel 

for him. 

 

I cannot think of any other professor at CSUB, who had such a profound influence on 

students in a single department. Dr. Wang’s teaching and his ability to excite students in 

his classes has much to do with the high regard with which our community considers the 

computer science program at CSUB. And that makes him the perfect candidate for the 

Millie Ablin Teaching Award and I feel honored to support him. 

 

 

Dr. Thomas Meyer 

Professor of Physics and Computer Science 

Department of Physics & Engineering 

California State University, Bakersfield 

9001 Stockdale Highway 

Bakersfield, CA 93311 


