Dear Selection Committee,

It is my great pleasure to recommend Dr. Huaqing Wang, Professor of Computer Science at
California State University, Bakersfield, for the Millie Ablin Excellence in Teaching Award. I
had the fortune to be able to take several classes from Dr. Wang while earning a bachelor of
science in computer science at CSU Bakersfield. He is a favorite among alumni, an
exceptional mentor and the personification of brilliance in teaching.

As a true leader in his field, Dr. Wang keeps abreast of current advancements and does an
excellent job of incorporating them into his classes. In 1993, he was the first professor in
the Cal State system to offer a class in object-oriented programming in C++. Twenty years
later, this is a required course for all computer science graduates at CSU Bakersfield. His
advanced Java programming course covers the extraordinarily important and actively
researched topics of multithreading and synchronization, cross-system/remote function
calls and programming on hand-held devices, among others. These subjects are playing a
crucial role in our paradigm shift towards programmed parallelism and ubiquitous
computing.

Moreover, the skills obtained in Dr. Wang's classes facilitate and alleviate the daunting
transition to real-world programming careers. Perhaps the best example is Dr. Wang’s
database course, which of course keeps up with the latest tools used in the industry such as
Java, C# and recent versions of Oracle. Many students use both C# and Oracle in their
occupations immediately following graduation - including myself. Furthermore, some local
employers ask applicants to take Dr. Wang’s database course before applying. Incidentally,
his database class is so well regarded that, over the last twenty years, over half of the
senior projects in computer science at CSU Bakersfield have been on this topic.

Yet these abilities mean little without a firm foundation to buttress further growth and
assuage future difficulties. Dr. Wang is incredibly adept at penetrating virtually any
computer science topic, extracting the cardinal, essential elements and disseminating those
amongst his students. Furthermore, he instills diligent study habits in each of those
students - often leading by example. Completing assignments in a perfunctory manner is
not enough. He pushes students to understand the relational calculus behind the SQL, the
attributes behind the variable, the key features behind the methodology and most
importantly - the science behind the programming. For these reasons, students that take
his classes often become the best programmers in both higher-level courses and post-
graduation endeavors.

He sets such a high bar for both himself and his students because he genuinely cares a great
deal about them. While Dr. Wang recognizes that high standards give confidence to
students to reach virtually unlimited potential, he also acknowledges how much personal
attention can bolster struggling and star students alike. For over twenty years he’s checked
his email every night to address student questions. He can often be found on campus
during weekends, opening labs and assisting students that need a little extra help. He's
even been known to lend a hand to students during summer breaks.



By far, the most common comment about Dr. Wang from CSU Bakersfield alumni is some
variation of the following: “His class was tough, but I learned a lot. I really like him.” As we
alumni continue to move forward, professors like Dr. Wang end up meaning the most to us.
He exemplifies the profound influence an intelligent, forward-looking, adept, experienced,
assiduous and caring professor can have on every student he meets. Please give him every
consideration.

Best Regards,
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Travis Ragle



