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I am writing on behalf of Dr. Huaqin Wang, professor of Computer Science at California 
State University, Bakersfield. Dr. Wang was one of my professors when I attended CSU 
Bakersfield from 1996 to 2000. I highly recommend Dr. Wang for the Excellence in 
Teaching award. Dr. Wang is an excellent instructor and a mentor. 
 
Much of what Dr. Wang taught in his courses I found to be very practical in my work as 
a computer programmer. After graduating from CSU Bakersfield I got a job at the 
University of California, Santa Cruz. I worked at UCSC for ten years. Before I left I was 
a computer programer and system analyst who supervised six staff programmer 
analysts and anywhere from four to six student programmer interns.  
 
What Dr. Wang taught about object oriented programming and databases shaped the 
approach to my work. One particular lesson we learned in Dr. Wang’s classes was the 
importance of using a “top down” approach to application design. He stressed the 
importance of starting with a clear objective of what system will do. Then design the 
application so that multiple programmers can work on various parts of the project 
without being dependent on each other. That was the method I used in designing 
applications. Another important lesson I learned from Dr. Want was that “as long as you 
are programming, you are never wasting time. Even if the program does not work, you 
have learned something.” This was something I was able to pass on to my student 
interns. 
 
Yours truly, 
Phil Waugh 


