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March 5, 2013

CSUB Honors and Awards Committee
California State University, Bakersfield

Dear Committee Members:

This letter is in support of Dr. Huaging Wang for the 2013/2014 Millie Ablin Excellence in
Teaching Award.

I have known Dr. Wang since 1987 as a professor and colleague. Other letters will address Dr.
Wang's contribution to research and campus/community service; this letter details my knowledge of Dr.
Wang's exemplary dedication to his students in the classroom. This dedication is exemplified in his
passion for teaching and his high standards in the classroom.

One of the most relevant courses that a computer science major can take is database systems. Dr.
Wang has taught our introductory and advanced database courses (CMPS 342 and CMPS 442) for over
twenty years. While much of the theoretical foundation of databases systems, such as predicate logic and
- relations for the relational model, has not changed, the application of theory in a database course
changes dramatically as technology evolves. Dr. Wang constantly introduces cutting-edge (i.e.,
bleeding-edge) technology into his courses to make these two courses relevant to our students. This, of
course, equates to an enormous time commitment on his part.

Our students have benefited greatly from Dr. Wang's efforts in terms of employability,
competitiveness in the job market and in the ability to perform on the job. Many of our graduates have
taken the skills learned from Dr. Wang and applied them to systems in the local area; in essence,
bringing leading technologies to Kern County. The cost of making such quality courses available for our
students is a huge commitment of time and energy, only possible to a professor who has a passion for
teaching. It would be very easy for any full-professor to teach the same material year after year but Dr.
Wang continues to integrate new material each quarter.

Dr. Wang is an expert-level programmer in Java, which is an object-oriented language that at
present is the most widely-used programming language in the world. Dr. Wang's Java expertise in the
two courses focusing on such languages (CMPS 294 and CMPS 394) is invaluable to our students who
would like to compete for jobs in top-tier companies such as Google, Qualcomm, Yahoo and Amazon.
One of the best contributions we, as computer science faculty, can make to our students' lives is to help
them succeed in a constantly evolving profession. Dr. Wang strives to include, not just theory, but the
most relevant skills that our students need. Java is one of these skills.

Dr. Wang maintains consistently high standards in his courses. I know this indirectly because
one of my responsibilities is to hire students with strong coding skills for our tutoring center. The formal
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requirement is a B average in all lower-division core coursework. After passing this requirement I ask
potential hires the question: "What grade did you get in Dr. Wang's course?" I have hired several
hundred students over the years and have never encountered a student who got an A/B grade in Dr.
Wang's courses who was not a strong programmer. This includes students who did not know how to
code to begin with. I rarely encounter a student who, having passed one of Dr. Wang's courses, does not
greatly appreciate the work that Dr. Wang expects of his students. In our department, students consider
Dr. Wang's courses to be the equivalent of BOOT CAMP for programmers and "surviving" his course is
a badge of honor.

I also rarely encounter a student who does not have a great deal of respect and affection for Dr.
Wang. Even students who admit that he requires a great deal of work respect him. Maintaining high
standards and the respect of students is not an easy task. This means, of course, that Dr. Wang must
spend a great deal of time in not only preparing his course material but in evaluating his students' work
fairly (and evaluating code is even more time-consuming than evaluating writing!).

In summary, Dr. Wang's passion and dedication to teaching has provided students with an
outstanding foundation in computer science and opened opportunities that would not otherwise be
available to residents of Kern County. Many of his students are employed in top-tier companies across
the US. Dr. Wang is highly deserving of the Millie Ablin Outstanding Professor award. I conclude with
a quote from one of our current majors, Josh Hardin:

"Dr. Wang is a great professor who pushes his students to achieve the next
level of greatness. His passion for learning really encourages students

to not only learn the material that he has lectured about, but to go above
and beyond to fully comprehend the material and the aspects around it.
Every challenge he presented us with, he made an extensive effort

to heighten our understanding as we worked through them. The skills he
taught us transcended mere classwork, but gave us skills for life. His
courses make you dream about the code."”

Sincerely,

\

Donna Meyers, Lecturer/System Administrator




